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Abstract

As a theology of the cross, this essay asks whether genocidal violence has the power to de-humanize, to strip a person of that which makes him or her human.  It argues for a theological anthropology that speaks honestly about human suffering and still dares to insist that violence is rendered ultimately powerless by the irrevocable, essential core of the human person: God’s own image, the crucified Christ.  The imago Dei—the constitutive element of particular human persons and of humanity as one Body—is cruciform, broken and blessed, bearing in itself an ethical mandate.
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