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ABSTRACT:

This paper interprets the story of the Gerasene Demoniac (Mark 5:1-20) within a theology of ministry that appreciates Jesus’ proclamation of “the kingdom” as foundational to Christian missiology. Surveying previous interpretations yields rich, frustratingly complex meanings that seem incomplete and generally ignore the kingdom’s importance. A kingdom-focused theology of ministry may help reevaluate this pericope. 

Historically, Mark’s Gospel has exerted little influence on ministry. However, this reevaluation discovers three characteristics of the demoniac’s mission: non-ordained, evangelizing, and emblematic of lay Christian ministry today. Active discipleship through ministry helps build the kingdom, lending credence to believers’ words of praise and worship.
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