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Abstract
This article explores Trinitarian ecclesiology, specifically the ways in which understandings of Trinitarian communion impact understandings of ecclesial communion.  In relating the communion within the Trinity to ecclesial communion, the author seeks to draw a distinction between economic Trinitarian communion and immanent Trinitarian communion.  Because human beings are categorically different from God as relationship partners in communion, ecclesial communion can only ever correspond to economic Trinitarian communion, God’s dispensation which takes human creatureliness --and even sin and schism -- into account.  Ultimately, ecclesial communion only ever understands itself properly in relation to the economic Trinity, God’s soteriological organization of God’s self for human beings, incorporating us into God’s communion, and not through idolatrous attempts to externalize the inner life of God for ourselves.

