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Abstract

This essay is an attempt to reflect theologically upon agriculture. In particular, it highlights the risks associated with uncritical reliance upon scientific agricultural discourse. The first section examines the world that scientific descriptions of the soil evoke and enact. The second begins a constructive suggestion, engaging the agrarian essays of Wendell Berry, particularly his critique of scientific discourse and his search for a language of doxology. The third and final section suggests that the Eucharist is precisely this language of doxology, and that patristic Christian sources help us recover a fuller sense of the theological significance of eating and agriculture. 

